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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend Claims 1-3, 10-18, 24-32, and 35-36 to read as follows: 



^ 1. (Currently amended) In an arrangement comprising a plurality of agents 

V / 

' /connected to a network, said plurality of agents including at least one server, at least one buyer 
/ agents and at least one seller agent, a method for calculating commoditi e s e xchange price data, 
( comprising: 

receiving at least one request for quote from said buyer agent, wherein said request for 
quote includes a product specification data set; 

transmitting the product specification data set to at least one seller agent; 

receiving a price data set from said seller agent, wherein information in said price data set 
is responsive to the product specification data set; and 

normalizing said pric e data s e t, thereby creating a normalized price data value. 

receiving metric data from at least one source; 

generating a normalized price data value, wherein the normalized price data value is a 
statistical value calculated by a comparison of a quoted value derived from the price data set to at 
least one metric value derived from the metric data; and 

communicating said normalized price data value to at least one output . 

2. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprisingT exposing 
communicating the normalized price data set value to said buyer agent. 

3. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising^ providing a 
browsable display describing at least one commodities e xchange service and features for 
allowing a buyer agent to provide a request for quote. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the product specification data set 
includes a delivery date set at a future time. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving a buy notice from said buyer agent; and 

LAW OFFICES OF 
CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR JOHNSON KINDNESS"^ 
1420 fifth Avenue 
Suite 2800 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
-4- 206.682.8100 

PRBU\15349AMI.DOC 



transmitting a purchase order to at least one said seller/agent. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving a plurality of product specification data sets from at least two buyer agents; and 
combining said plurality of product specification yoata sets, thereby creating one request 
for quote. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1, whferein said product specification data set 
includes information related to a buyer, a grade, a qu^tity, a tally, a method of shipment, and a 
ship date. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 1, /wherein the product specification data set 
comprises a plurality of quantity values for a number of like commodity items having different 
size parameters, a description of at least one conjimodity item, and a description of a delivery 
method. 

9. (Original) The method of Clafm 1, wherein said price data set includes 
information to identify a seller, a quote price, shipment, and payment terms. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 9, wherein said price data set further 
includes an adjusted price^ and an adjusted quantity. 

11. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising^ receiving an 
additional price data set from the seller agei]t, wherein the additional price data is a result from a 
renegotiated price. 

12. (Currently amended) The fnethod of Claim 1, further comprising^ storing the 
normalized price data set value in a database communicatively connected to the server. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein th e normalizing step 
comprises, generating the normalized /price data value includes the step of applying a metric 
transform to said price data set to create a normalized price data value. 

14. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said product specification 
data set comprises a plurality of quantity values for a number of similar commodity items having 
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different size parameters^ and wherein the normafizing st e p compris e s generation of the 
normalized price data value includes : / 

calculating a size total value based on a summation of said commodity size parameters; 

retrieving a price total from one of said pnce data sets; 

retrieving a metric price data set, Wherein said metric price data set comprises a 
comparable price per unit of one of said commodity items; 

multiplying said comparable price per unit of said metric price data set by said calculated 
size total value, thereby creating an adjusted market price total; aftd 

calculating a summed market price total bv summing one or more adjusted market price 
totals; and , / 

comparing said adjust e d summed market price total by said price total, thereby creating a 
normalized price data set value. / 

15. (Currently amendem The method of Claim 14, wherein comparing said adjusted 
market price total by said price totaU includes determining a ratio by dividing said price total by 
said adjusted market price total, thereby creating the normalized price data value. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said product specification 
data set comprises a plurality of quantity values for a number of conmiodity items , each having 
different size parameters and type parameters, and wherein the normalizing step compris e s 
generation of the normalized price data value includes : 

for each typ e of conimodity item having similar size parameters and type parameters , 
calculating a size total value/based on a sunmiation of said conmiodity size parameters; 

for e ach typ e of commodity it e m, retrieving a price total from one of said price data sets; 
summing said pric e total from each typ e of commodity item, th e reby cr e ating a total typo 
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for each typ e of commodity item having similar size parameters and type parameters , 
retrieving a metric price data set, wherein said market price data set comprises a comparable 
price per unit of at least one of said commodity iter 

for each typ e of commodity it e m, multiplyfag said comparable price per unit by said size 
total value, thereby creating aft a market price total for each type of commodity item ; 

calculating a summed market price total/from the summation of one or more said market 
price total of e ach typ e of commodity it e m totals ; and 

comparing said sunmied market price ptal by said price total typ e price , thereby creating 
the normalized price data value. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 16, wherein comparing said summed 
market price total by said total type price? includes determining a ratio by dividing said total type 
price by said summed market price total, tJiereby creating the normalized price data value. 

18. (Currently amended) In an arrangement comprising a plurality of computers 
connected to a network, said plurality /of computers including at least one server, at least one 
buyer client computer, and a plurality of seller client computers, a method for providing 
commodities e xchang e services, comprising: 

providing a browsable display describing at least one commodities e xchange service and 
features for allowing a buyer associated with said buyer client computer to provide a request for 
quote; 

receiving at least one reqiiest for quote from said buyer client computer, wherein said 
request for quote includes a product specification data set; 

transmitting said product jspecification data set to at least one of said plurality of seller 
client computers; 

receiving a plurality of brice data sets from said plurality of seller client computers, 
wherein said plurality of price data sets are responsive to said product specification data set; 
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normalizing said plurality of pric e data sys, thereby creating a normaliz e d pric e data 
valu e ; and 

transmitting receiving metric data from at /least one source; 

generating a normalized price data value, wherein the normalized price data value is a 
statistical value calculated by a comparison of ^quoted value derived from the price data set to at 
least one metric value derived from the metric /data; and 

conrniunicating said normalized price data set for depiction on said buyer client 
computer. 

19. (Original) The method of Cjfaim 18, further comprising: 
receiving a buy notice from said buyer client computer; and 

transmitting a purchase order to c/ne of said seller computers of said plurality of seller 
client computers. 

20. (Original) The method off Claim 18, further comprising: 

receiving a plurality of product Specification data sets from said plurality of buyer client 
computers; and 

combining said plurality of protiuct specification data sets, thereby creating one request 
for quote. 

21. (Original) The method of Claim 18, wherein said product specification data set 
includes information related to a buye % said request for quote grade, quantity, tally, a method of 
shipment, and a ship date. 

22. (Original) The methoc of Claim 18, wherein the product specification data set 
comprises a plurality of quantity vali es for a number of like commodity items having different 
size parameters, a description of at least one conmiodity item, and a description of a delivery 



method. 



23. (Original) The method of Claim 18, wherein said price data set includes 



information to identify a seller, a quote price, shipment, and payment terms 
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24. (Currently amended) The method of C^aim 23, wherein said price data set further 
includes an adjusted price^ and an adjusted quantity. 

25. (Currently amended) The method of /Claim 18, further comprising7 receiving an 
additional price data set from the seller client conjputer, wherein the additional price data is a 
result from a renegotiated price. 

26. (Currently amended) The method/ of Claim 18, further comprising^ storing the 
normalized price data set value in a database communicatively connected to the server. 

27. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 18, wherein the normalizing stop 
compris e s generation of the normalized price data value includes applying a metric transform to 
said price data set to create a normalized price data value. 

28. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 18, wherein said product specification 
data set comprises a plurality of quantity v^ues for a number of similar commodity items having 
different size parameters^ and wherein /the normalizing step comprises generation of the 
normalized price data value includes : 

calculating a size total value based on a summation of said commodity size parameters; 
retrieving a price total from onejof said price data sets; 

retrieving a metric price data set, wherein said metric price data set comprises a 
comparable price per unit of one of said commodity items; 



multiplying said comparable 



creating an adjusted market price tot; 
calculating a summed markei 



price per unit by said calculated size total value, thereby 
1, and 

price total bv summing one or more adjusted market price 



totals: and 

comparing said adjust e d sumined market price total by said price total, thereby creating a 



normalized price data set value. 



/ 
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29. (Currently amended) The method of Claiyi 28, wherein comparing said adjusted 
market price total by said price total? includes determining a ratio by dividing said price total by 
said adjusted market price total, thereby creating the normalized price data value. 

30. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 18, wherein said product specification 
data set comprises a plurality of quantity values for A number of conmiodity items , each having 
different size parameters and type parameters,/ wherein the normalizing st e p comprises 
generation of the normalized price data value includes : 

for each type of commodity item having similar size parameters and type parameters , 
calculating a size total value based on a sunmiat/on of said commodity size parameters; 

for each type of conmiodity it e m, r etrieving a price total from one of said price data sets; 



summing said pric e total from each typo of conmiodity it e m, ther e by cr e ating a total typ e 



pric e ; 



for each type of commodity item naving similar size parameters and type parameters , 
retrieving a metric price data set, wherein said market price data set comprises a comparable 
price per unit of at least one of said commodity items; 

for each type of commodity item,/ multiplying said comparable price per unit by said size 
total value, thereby creating an a market price total for each typ e of commodity item ; 

calculating a summed market prfce total from the summation of one or more said market 



price total of each type of commodity it 



m -totals ; and 



comparing said summed market price total by said price total typ e pric e, thereby creating 
the normalized price data value. 

31. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 30, wherein comparing said summed 
market price total by said total type pri :eT includes determining a ratio by dividing said total type 
price by said summed market price toti 1, thereby creating the normalized price data value. 

32. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for providing commoditio i 



e xchange services, which, when executed, comprise: 
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providing a display describing at least one commoditifts exchang e service on a computing 

device and features for allowing at least one buyer client cornputer to provide a request for quote; 
receiving at least one request for quote from said/buyer client computer, wherein the 

request for quote includes a product specification data set- 
transmitting the product specification data set to a/plurality of seller client computers; 
receiving a plurality of price data sets from said plurality of seller client computers, 

wherein said plurality of price data sets are responsive to the product specification data set; 

normalizing said plurality of pric e data sets,ythereby creating the normaliz e d price data 

valu e ; and 

transmitting receiving metric data from at l^ast one source; 

generating a normalized price data value/ wherein the normalized price data value is a 
statistical value calculated by a comparison of a quoted value derived from the price data set to at 
least one metric value derived from the metric oata: and 

generating an output of the normalizep price data set value for depiction on said buyer 
client computer. 

33. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 32, further comprising the 
computer-executable instructions of: 

receiving a buy notice from said bu^er client computer; and 

transmitting a purchase order to ope or more of said seller computers of said plurality of 
seller client computers. 

34. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 32, further comprising 
computer-executable instructions of: 

receiving a plurality of product] specification data sets from a plurality of buyer client 
computers; and 

combining said plurality of product specification data sets, thereby creating one request 
for quote. 
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35. (Currently amended) The computer-readm^le medium of Claim 32, further 
comprising a computer-executable instruction ofr receiving an additional price data set from the 
seller client computer, wherein the additional prico^data is a result from a renegotiated price. 

36. (Currently amended) The cornputer-readable medium of Claim 32, further 
comprising a computer-executable instructicm of^ storing the normalized price data set value in a 
database conmiunicatively connected to tne server. 
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